From NNDC
Food waste collection
A separate household food waste collection service will start April 2026 with Serco as the contractor. Full Council is being asked to approve a budget of £2m, funded by government to the extent of £1.5m, to purchase specially designed vehicles, caddies etc to be able to start implementing this. The food waste will be treated anaerobically to capture methane for energy production plus there will be less waste going into land fill. Just so you see the scale of the problem, an average household produces approx. 227k of food waste per annum. 


Capital allocation to REPF grant funding
NNDC has been awarded over £400k of capital funding from the Rural England Prosperity Fund. This is in addition to the previous £1.5m already allocated to business and community groups. Full council is being asked to approve the addition of this capital to the capital programme for 25-26 so it can be defrayed this financial year. The money will be delivered towards economic growth and breaking down barriers to opportunity.


Permanent pavement licensing policy
It is proposed that Full Council approves NNDC’s new pavement licensing policy. The permanent pavement licensing regime came in as part of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill in 2024. Pavement licences, which last two years, allow businesses selling food and drink to put tables, chairs etc on the highway (i.e. pavements or pedestrian only zones) during trading hours to increase their trade. Licensees must not obstruct the highway and seating must be smoke free. The policy will allow businesses to obtain licences more easily. There will be a two-week public consultation process on each application, during which a notice will go up on the premises. 


Mobile not spots
Relevant Cllrs and officers have been asked to review options to improve mobile phone signal not spots and the reasons mast application fail. Please contact me if you have mobile or mast issues.


Consultation on Taxi and Private Hire Policy 
This is open till 13th May. Search NNDC website for taxi consultation. 


Apprenticeship Employer Network meeting 
Join an apprenticeship employer network meeting hosted by Apprenticeship Norfolk, to learn how to grow your own talent. This will be held on Weds 14th May at NNDC Council Offices, Cromer. Contact lisa.peters@norfolk.gov.uk for more details.’ 


Blakeney Surgery
It’s expected the new medicines dispensing machine at Blakeney Village Hall will be operational end of May/June. There will be a secure post-box to leave scripts for repeat prescriptions. I’m told that if your medications are fridge items or controlled drugs you will need to make other arrangements with the surgery as they will not be stocked in the Pharmabox. 

