The proposed much improved Sheringham Recycling Centre planning application has been approved by the committee. I will update you in due course as to when work will start.


Council's performance and priorities highlighted
Norfolk County Council's cabinet agreed the council's annual review report and a delivery plan for 2024-25, showing its priorities for this year.

Highlights of the council's performance over the last year include:
· Agreeing a £600 million-plus devolution deal to bring powers and funding from Westminster to Norfolk
· Spending £1.5 million per day on adult social care, including help for 11,000 people to return home from hospital.
· Securing £49.5 million of Government funding to improve bus services, with an 18 per cent rise in passenger numbers.
· Delivering ultra-fast broadband to more than 6,900 premises, with superfast broadband now covering 97.3 per cent of properties.
· Serving more than 1.8 million library customers.
Key priorities for this year include:
· Delivering the devolution deal and an economic strategy for Norfolk, to boost jobs and skills
· Delivering better quality, local and affordable care for children, including more foster carers
· Continuing to deliver supported living housing programmes for adults
· Delivering library hubs, including a range of services, in King's Lynn and Great Yarmouth
· Completing the roll-out of LED streetlighting, to cut costs and carbon emissions

New grants to help Norfolk residents open for
Voluntary organisations who support people struggling with the cost of living in Norfolk can now apply for two new grants from Norfolk's Household Support Fund.
£2.15m of funding, from a combination of UK Government and Norfolk County Council sources, is being made available to Voluntary, Charity and Social Enterprises in Norfolk that are supporting those struggling with the cost of living.
Of this, £1.35m is available as part of a one-off grant funding pot that will enable community groups and social enterprises to meet the emergency needs of residents, particularly those at the highest risk of living in poverty and those who have higher than average costs due to specific needs such as care costs. Application for this Community Based Hardship Support Fund must be made by 31 May, with grants of £10,000 - £50,000 available.
Applications can be made online at: norfolkfoundation.com/funding-support/grants/groups/community-based-hardship-support-fund
In addition, £800,000 is being made available to organisations that are already supporting people in Norfolk, to help meet any emerging needs these individuals may have, such as help with the cost of food and energy. An applicant organisation can receive up to £20,000 to distribute to individuals in grants of up to £100 to help meet these costs. Applications for this funding, via the Norfolk Household Support Fund, are open until 30th September.
Applications can be made online at: norfolkfoundation.com/funding-support/grants/groups/norfolk-household-support-fund-5

Both schemes are being administered on behalf of Norfolk County Council by the Norfolk Community Foundation. Any voluntary, community or social enterprise which works to support Norfolk residents can now apply to either fund online.
The funding for these schemes comes from Norfolk's £7.135m Household Support Fund for April to September 2024, comprising £6.7m allocated by central government topped up with a further £435,000 from Norfolk County Council.
Between 2021 and September this year, a total of £43.485m will have been allocated to the Household Support Fund in Norfolk, comprising £40.2m from central government and £3.285m funded by Norfolk County Council.
Anyone in Norfolk struggling with living costs can also request support or advice via norfolk.gov.uk/costofliving or by calling 0344 800 8020.

